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dangers of the British system, which are due to its

appearance of venerable respectability, and to the
secret collusion of both the principal parties in the
State when popular rights are really in conflict with
the aims or ambitious of the governing class. This
latter point is admirably expounded by Messrs
Belloe and ("coil Chesterton in their book, The Party
Si/xlem. I have only digressed from the historical
process I urn tracing in order to explain quite clearly
what I mean by the " Caucus."

The result, therefore, of early Socialism lias been
the creation (by a succession of statutes since 1880)
of an irresponsible bureaucracy anil a severely
dragooned proletariat. The State, instead of safe-
guarding tin* wage-earner from his employer, has
eol la bora ted with tlie employer, whether individual
or corporate-, in a long process of tyranny, which
wast ami always is, disguised as interference with
UK* rights of the employers, The poor man a.nd
his family are elaborately regimented. They arc
penalised if they drink beer (which is stigmatised as
"intoxicating liquor*'), while the rich, and especi-
ally the governing class, can drink what they like.
Xot allotted freedom of divorce, the pot>r are perse-
cuted as immoral when they live as the rich do in the
secure privacy that only money can buy. The poor
lire solemnly lectured on thrift and economy hy men
who have made their " careers" by squandering
public money on private jobbery.

Tliis state of things was bad enough before the
growth of Prussian influences in this country. The
worst of these influences can be traced back to the
doctrines of Karl            and to the unfortunate